The pervasive and the digital by O'Brien, Daniel Paul
The International Journal of E-Politics is indexed or listed in the following: ACM Digital Library; Bacon’s Media 
Directory; Cabell’s Directories; DBLP; Google Scholar; INSPEC; JournalTOCs; MediaFinder; Public Affairs Information 
Service (PAIS International); The Index of Information Systems Journals; The Standard Periodical Directory; Ulrich’s 
Periodicals Directory; Worldwide Political Abstracts (WPSA)
Special Issue on E-Politics of Immersion - Immersive Storytelling in Digital 
Ecosystems: ‘Down the Rabbit Hole’
Guest Editorial Preface
v Christian Stiegler, Brunel University London, United Kingdom
Research Articles
1	 The	Politics	of	Immersive	Storytelling:	Virtual	Reality	and	the	Logics	of	Digital	Ecosystems;
Christian Stiegler, Brunel University London, United Kingdom 
16	 Navigating	an	Immersive	Narratology:	Factors	to	Explain	the	Reception	of	Fake	News;
Bradley E. Wiggins, Webster Vienna Private University, Austria 
30	 The	Pervasive	and	the	Digital:	Immersive	Worlds	in	Blast	Theory’s	‘A	Machine	to	See	With’	and	Dennis	
Del	Favero’s	‘Scenario’;
Daniel Paul O’Brien, University of Glasgow, United Kingdom 
Open Access Article
42	 An	‘Amuse-Bouche	at	Best’:	360°	VR	Storytelling	in	Full	Perspective;
Paul Moody, Brunel University London, United Kingdom 
COPyRIGHt
The International Journal of E-Politics (IJEP) (ISSN 1947-9131; eISSN 1947-914X), Copyright © 2017 IGI Global. All rights, including translation 
into other languages reserved by the publisher. No part of this journal may be reproduced or used in any form or by any means without written 
permission from the publisher, except for noncommercial, educational use including classroom teaching purposes. Product or company names used 
in this journal are for identification purposes only. Inclusion of the names of the products or companies does not indicate a claim of ownership by IGI 
Global of the trademark or registered trademark. The views expressed in this journal are those of the authors but not necessarily of IGI Global.
Volume 8 • Issue 3 • July-September-2017 • ISSN: 1947-9131 • eISSN: 1947-914X




International Journal of E-Politics




The Pervasive and the Digital:
Immersive Worlds in Blast Theory’s ‘A Machine 
to See With’ and Dennis Del Favero’s ‘Scenario’
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Blast﻿Theory’s﻿A Machine to See With﻿(2010)﻿and﻿Dennis﻿Del﻿Favero’s﻿Scenario﻿(2011).﻿In﻿each﻿
artwork﻿a﻿coproduction﻿between﻿a﻿body﻿and﻿a﻿technology﻿forms﻿an﻿interactive﻿world,﻿a﻿world﻿that﻿
falls﻿in﻿line﻿with﻿Oliver﻿Grau’s﻿writings﻿on﻿immersion.














A MACHINE To SEE WITH
Just listen to the voice on the phone. The voice tells you what to do. The voice says you’re playing the 
lead in a movie. Hide in the toilets, find the getaway car, stake out the bank and take a deep breath. 
You’re going in.
The﻿description﻿above﻿is﻿taken﻿from﻿Blast﻿Theory’s﻿website﻿(Blast﻿Theory,﻿2017),﻿which﻿describes﻿





to﻿ real﻿checkpoints﻿and﻿other﻿participants﻿before﻿eventually﻿ reaching﻿ the﻿doors﻿of﻿a﻿public﻿bank.﻿
The﻿immersive﻿fictionality﻿of﻿this﻿experience﻿relies﻿upon﻿the﻿user﻿obeying﻿instructions﻿through﻿the﻿
technology﻿of﻿their﻿mobile﻿phone.
The﻿artists﻿of﻿Blast﻿Theory﻿ (led﻿by﻿ founding﻿members﻿Matt﻿Adams,﻿ Ju﻿Row﻿Farr﻿ and﻿Nick﻿
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It is about cinema. We thought about the city as a cinematic space and considered how screens might 
be inserted into the streets or carried through them. Our approach was to think of our eyes as the 
screens themselves: as Chris Hedges says in The Empire of Illusion, ‘we try to see ourselves moving 
through our life as a camera would see us, mindful of how we hold ourselves, how we dress, what we 

























Creating a structure and world in which people can participate is obviously very important and 
one of the things we are interested in is story. We see story or narrative across fiction, the real (the 
documentary), the imaginary and the virtual, so our thinking on narrative roams across those four 
areas. There has to be a story or journey that makes sense. The participant needs to know what 
they’re being asked to do in order to enter into that world. They need to know their part in that story 
and what their place is in this work, (their call to action) then we can move what they’re going to do 
or where the story or structure is going to twist. If you are talking about a classic narrative structure 
with a dramatic arc where the climax comes two thirds of the way in, we test and revise rigorously 
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them﻿ through﻿gaps﻿ in﻿ the﻿wall.﻿The﻿voice﻿may﻿ further﻿ prompt﻿ the﻿ user﻿ to﻿ hold﻿ certain﻿ personal﻿
items﻿of﻿inventory﻿out﻿towards﻿the﻿(imaginary)﻿camera﻿so﻿that﻿the﻿(imaginary)﻿spectator﻿might﻿learn﻿
something﻿of﻿their﻿protagonist.﻿Subjective﻿viewpoint﻿is﻿thus﻿multiple﻿within﻿this﻿artwork﻿through﻿
the﻿ arrangement﻿of﻿ fluctuating﻿ roles﻿between﻿character,﻿ actor﻿ and﻿external﻿ spectator,﻿which﻿Farr﻿
explained﻿in﻿the﻿following﻿way:
What we believe is that the cinema is inside people; that our senses are the machines to see with. 
It’s kind of like this is the cinema world and we are walking through it and we don’t need a bit of 
rectangular glass to show us that or to frame that. So we’ve framed it through story and description 






We are under no illusions that what were doing is making a fiction, this is a fictional experience but 
our works are often in the real world. So we’re aware as people that when we’re going around and 
we’re listening, lets say to a story on a pair of headphones, what will impact on that story is the other 
stuff in the real world. For example taking the headphones off to get your car keys out, or pay for 
the coffee you’ve bought. There are always these interruptions and there are always these multiple 
levels in which we operate as individuals. So the artwork is trying to recognise and play with those 
things by destabilising the participant. We want, within a very tight timeframe to be able to pull the 
participant around and destabilise them without psychological damage. [A Machine to See With] 
is meant to feel visceral, its meant to feel real and I suppose that’s what we really like. We want 
that sense that we are alive now. And we want it to feel like it is a possibility and that’s not just an 
intellectual thing but also a physiological positioning. I like that sense that you can physically feel 
different to the world around you, and we do that all the time. If we feel worried or anxious things 
look different, you can feel that in your body, the world around us looks different and that’s all we’re 
doing. In a way [the artwork] is using those things that we naturally have as resources: physiological 
resources. (BT interview, 11/2014)
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…[o]ne of the strongest responses from people is … a sense of being watched, and we’ve invoked that 
quite a lot, because we talk about a camera being on you, and trying to frame it as being cinematic 
and placing you within a field of view of a camera. And people feel extremely paranoid, they don’t 
know whether there is a camera there or not, they don’t know whether there are half a dozen Blast 
Theory [performers] all standing, waiting to come on stage or step out in front of them at any point. 











adhere﻿to﻿what﻿Jason﻿Farman﻿describes﻿in﻿Mobile Interface Theory: Embodied Space and Locative 
Media.﻿Within﻿ this﻿work﻿Farman﻿cites﻿Elizabeth﻿Grosz’s,﻿Volatile Bodies: Towards a Corporeal 
Feminism,﻿which﻿states﻿that,﻿“[t]he﻿body﻿must﻿be﻿regarded﻿as﻿a﻿site﻿of﻿social,﻿political,﻿cultural﻿and﻿
geographic﻿inscriptions,﻿productions﻿or﻿constitution”﻿(Grosz,﻿1994,﻿p.﻿23).
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The sex workers took an extremely complex, highly detailed set of behaviors, translated them into a 
single sense modality, then further boiled them down to a series of highly compressed tokens. They 
then squirted those tokens down a voice-grade phone line. At the other end of the line the recipient 
of all this effort added boiling water, so to speak, and reconstituted the tokens into a fully detailed 































research﻿ in﻿ the﻿ field﻿ of﻿machine﻿ learning﻿ and﻿ artificial﻿ intelligence﻿ (AI),﻿ along﻿with﻿ iCinema’s﻿
ongoing﻿research﻿into﻿immersive﻿and﻿interactive﻿environments”﻿(Favero﻿&﻿Barker,﻿2010).﻿The﻿result﻿
of﻿this﻿transaction﻿between﻿a﻿human﻿user﻿and﻿digital﻿character﻿in﻿Scenario﻿is﻿what﻿they﻿term﻿a﻿co-
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‘bloodless’﻿ body﻿parts﻿ that﻿ appear﻿ to﻿ have﻿once﻿belonged﻿ to﻿ another﻿ humanoid﻿ character﻿ before﻿
something﻿or﻿someone﻿fragmented﻿it.﻿Here﻿the﻿users﻿are﻿supposed﻿to﻿encounter﻿a﻿sense﻿of﻿mystery,﻿
atrocity﻿and﻿criminality.
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A baby goes through a process of having to put itself together. To become a person you have to be 
able to articulate not only your intention to move your arm but actually recognise that your arm is 
attached to your body. To do that requires an imaginative function. You are human. You are putting 
a body together in the virtual world [the baby] but you are also putting your body together with the 
help of the virtual characters. Your behaviour in the space changes what happens and it [the space] 










pressing﻿potential”(Massumi,﻿2002,﻿p.﻿31).﻿ In﻿other﻿words﻿affect﻿ is﻿a﻿ threshold﻿ in﻿which﻿ the﻿real﻿
proprioceptive﻿body﻿converges﻿with.﻿Affect﻿can﻿therefore﻿be﻿considered﻿a﻿virtual,﻿incorporeal﻿space﻿
for﻿potential﻿action﻿and﻿changeability.﻿As﻿Massumi﻿states:
What is being termed affect … is precisely this two-sidedness, the simultaneous participation of the 
virtual in the actual and the actual in the virtual, as one arises from and returns to the other. Affect 
is this two-sidedness as seen from the side of the actual thing. … Affects are virtual synesthetic 
perspectives anchored in (functionally limited by) the actually existing, particular things that embody 
them. The autonomy of affect is its participation in the virtual. … Affect is autonomous to the degree 
to which it escapes confinement in the particular body whose vitality, or potential for interaction, it 
is. (Massumi, 2002, p. 35)
Consequentially,﻿a﻿body﻿is﻿put﻿together﻿with﻿every﻿move﻿it﻿makes﻿in﻿a﻿process﻿of﻿continuous﻿
becoming.﻿This﻿ is﻿ something﻿ that﻿Del﻿Favero﻿and﻿Barker﻿delve﻿ further﻿ into﻿when﻿ they﻿highlight﻿
how﻿Scenario’s﻿model﻿for﻿action﻿is﻿structured﻿by﻿a﻿theory﻿of﻿assemblage﻿that﻿is﻿developed﻿by﻿Gilles﻿




However, it is always more than a mere aggregate of these parts. For instance, it is not that a human 
body is constituted simply by an aggregate of organs. Rather, the human body is constituted by the 
organs’ capacity to act and to work with one another. Similarly, a society is not made up merely by 
a sum of people. What makes the society an assemblage is the capacity that each individual has to 
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interrelate within the collective. In short, an assemblage is always constituted by the capacity for 
interaction between its parts. (Favero & Barker, 2010)
In﻿other﻿words,﻿it﻿is﻿not﻿just﻿the﻿parts﻿that﻿make﻿up﻿an﻿assemblage﻿but﻿also﻿how﻿they﻿act,﻿or﻿how﻿

























We started with the notion of trying to find a way to allow users to interact with intelligent characters. 
How do we provide viewers with sufficient motivation or affect/identification to actually want to 
participate? … What we tried initially was a children’s game of the user putting differently shaped 
objects through holes in the ground. This worked functionally but it lacked that ability to draw the 
user into a narrative or affect a user. So then we started looking at how we can seriously use a 
narrative architecture to drive that affect or that engagement so the logic of the interaction could 
play out. We were interested in how viewers are motivated inside this technical space [Scenario] and 
the connection between your unconscious motivations and your physical behaviour, because that’s 
what this technology is trying to grapple with. It’s trying to engage with your motivations and your 
motivations are both things that you are aware of but by and large they’re things you’re not aware 
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We came across the story of Fritzl early on because we wanted to deal with human desire or what 
motivates people – more often than not it is something they’re not aware of. We liked the idea in the 
Fritzl story of the house, which was two houses in one: the underground house and the above ground 
house, the house of crime and the house of a family. The (Fritzl) house was a machine, another 
technology. And if you looked at this architecture, this machine from one perspective all you could see 
could was a normal family life but then if you changed perspective it became something else, a bit like 
an electron being either a wave or a particle. It depends on how you interact with that architecture, 




















We have observed that users tend to move in Scenario in a much slower and deliberate manner than 
in real world interactions. This may be [… that] the users’ movements are affected as they attempt 
to regulate physical movements to the movements of the characters on the screen, as they follow 
the users around the space. [Also] because the users are innately aware that they are being closely 
watched and that all of their movements are being given significance, they may tend to reason more 
thoroughly about the consequences of their otherwise ‘natural’ movements, which produces these 
slow, deliberate movements, largely designed to ‘test’ their effect on the digital characters. (Favero 
& Barker, 2010)




four﻿‘E’s:﻿expanse, embedment, embodiment and enactment.﻿The﻿embodiment﻿occurs﻿as﻿the﻿human’s﻿
whole﻿body﻿interfaces﻿with﻿the﻿environment﻿of﻿the﻿AVIE,﻿allowing﻿them﻿to﻿become﻿embedded﻿as﻿
code﻿in﻿the﻿digital﻿architecture.﻿The﻿user﻿is﻿thus﻿expanded/extended﻿into﻿this﻿codified﻿space﻿in﻿which﻿
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